
PA DeMolay Convention 2021 FAQ 

Why did you move PA DeMolay Convention to one day? 

The Convention staff, in coordination with the Executive Officer and his leadership team, felt that it was in the best 

interest of all members and advisors of PA DeMolay to have some sort of on-site convention in 2021. While vaccines are 

becoming easier to get, we still need to consider the safety of our members. To do this, we felt a limited, single-day 

event would provide an experience for members of all comfort levels. We also felt that it was necessary to offer an 

onsite Convention this year rather than virtual only to give members an option to see each other for the first time in well 

over a year. 

 

When and where will Convention be held this year? 

PA DeMolay Convention will be held at the Harrisburg Scottish Rite Cathedral located at 2701 North 3rd Street in 

Harrisburg, PA on Saturday, July 10 with the business session beginning late that morning. The business session will be 

followed by a luncheon and an afternoon at Hersheypark. 

 

Why the date and location change?  

In order to save a significant amount of money, we opted out of our contract with our hotel venue and transferred our 

commitment to 2024. The Harrisburg Scottish Rite Cathedral was generous enough to offer us use of their facilities free 

of charge but, due to a schedule change with the Scottish Rite Council of Deliberation, we needed to change our date to 

make this work. Convention will be back to its regularly scheduled timing in July next year. 

 

What is the dress code for Convention? 

Because of the new venue and move to a single-day Convention, this year’s dress code will be casual unless otherwise 

noted by the PA DeMolay Convention Staff for those who will be part of the formal business session. Please wear 

clothing that you will be comfortable wearing for the business session, luncheon, and afternoon at Hersheypark but 

please be mindful of your attire that it’s an appropriate representation of a member of PA DeMolay. 

 

My Chapter is too far away to make it a day trip. Will PA DeMolay be providing lodging accommodation options? 

No. The Convention staff believed this was best to leave in the hands of each Chapter. We encourage all Chapters to 1) 

determine if lodging will be required and 2) make arrangements for your chapter based on the comfort level of your 

members and advisors. 

 

Can we choose to stay at Patton Campus? 

No. Patton Campus is currently closed to visitors.  

 

 



What if we can’t make the onsite Convention? How can we still participate? 

This year’s onsite Convention will also be available in a “virtual” option. We will make this a hybrid event by streaming 

the live Convention to our members in a similar style as 2020. Details will be provided in advance through email and on 

the PA DeMolay website. 

 

How do these changes affect Convention costs? 

We’ve tried to make this year’s Convention inexpensive so we can maximize attendance. The cost is $75 per person and 

includes Business Session attendance, the luncheon, and a ticket to Hersheypark. All attendees will also receive a limited 

edition PA DeMolay t-shirt.  If your Chapter has any member(s) who are having financial difficulty, please reach out to 

Executive Secretary “Dad” Berry and he will confidentially help structure a payment plan that will allow attendance by all 

who want to be in Harrisburg. 

 

Are we required to attend all of Convention or can we commit to some parts but not all? 

No, you are not required to attend all Convention activities. We will offer the luncheon and Hersheypark separately for 

those who wish to attend the business session only and not the fun activity. 

 

Can I attend the business session only without registering? 

No. We require that you register to attend the business session so we can make sure to adhere to all required safety 

protocols and physical distancing guidelines in both the Scottish Rite auditorium and dining hall. Please notify us if you 

plan to attend the business session only so we can account for the proper attendance numbers.  Registration is due 

June 15, 2021. 

 

Will masks be required for attendees? 

Yes. We will require the wearing of masks during all parts of our indoor Convention except for those who are speaking 

and while you are eating. 

 

Will vaccines be required for attendees? 

No. PA DeMolay cannot legally request or require proof of vaccination to attend an event. We trust that you, your 

members, your advisors, and your families will join us in taking proper safety precautions to limit the spread of COVID-

19 and protect those around you. 

 

I was wondering…? 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Convention Director “Dad” David Labagh at  717 471 6027 or 

davidlabagh@gmail.com or Executive Secretary “Dad” Dave Berry at 800-266-8242 X4 or dwberry@pademolay.net.  
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